Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An optical disc drive capable of recording data received from a 
host onto a recordable optical disc at a recording speed of any one of multiple recording 
speed levels, the data being recorded onto the optical disc with a predetermined format in the 
form of a predetermined number of blocks, the optical disc drive comprising: 

storage means for temporarily storing the data received from the host; 

consecutively recording means which temporarily interrupts recording of the data 
onto the optical disc in the case where the data transfer from the host cannot keep up with the 
recording process and the data stored in the storage means falls below a predetermined 
amount, and then consecutively records the remaining data from the end of the recorded data 
in a substantially successive manner when the storage means is filled with data transferred 
from the hos t wherein such temporary recording interruption occurs due to a regular cause 
which is substantially caused by the performance of the host or a sudden cause, the sudden 
cause including a cause occurring when other application software is started in the host 
during data transfer by the host ; 

counting means for counting the number of recording interruptions performed by the 
consecutively recording means due to the regular cause judged by the judgment means ; and 

recording-speed adjustment means for adjusting the recording speed for the optical 
disc in the case where the count number by the counting means is greater than a 
predetermined value, 

2. (Currently Amended) The optical disc drive according to claim 1, wherein the optical 
disc drive is adapted to b e abl e to configured to switch the recording speed of the optical disc 
at any one of the multiple speed levels, and the recording-speed adjustment means switches 
the recording speed one level or more levels lower than the present recording speed in the 
case where the count number by the counting means is greater than the predetermined value. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 



3 



5. (Cancelled) 



6. (Currently Amended) The optical disc drive according to claim [[5]]JL, wherein the 
judgment means judges whether the recording interruption is due to the regular cause or the 
sudden cause based on the number of blocks that have been recorded until the recording 
interruption occurs. 

7. (Original) The optical disc drive according to claim 6, wherein the judgment means 
judges the recording interruptions that have occurred at every substantially constant number 
of blocks as the recording interruptions due to the regular cause, and the recording 
interruptions other than the above as the recording interruptions due to the sudden cause. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The optical disc drive according to claim 5, An optical disc 
drive capable of recording data received from a host onto a recordable optical disc at a 
recording speed of any one of multiple recording speed levels, the optical disc drive 
comprising: 

storage means for temporarily storing the data received from the host; 

consecutively recording means which temporarily interrupts recording of the data 

onto the optical disc in the case where the data transfer from the host cannot keep up with the 
recording process and the data stored in the storage means falls below a predetermined 
amount, and then consecutively records the remaining data from the end of the recorded data 
in a substantially successive manner when the storage means is filled with data transferred 
from the host; 

counting means for counting the number of recording interruptions performed by the 

consecutively recording means; 

judgment means for judging whether the recording interruption is due to a regular 
cause or a sudden cause, wherein the counting means counts the number of recording 
interruptions due to the regular cause, and wherein the regular cause is mainly caused by the 
performance of the host, and the sudden cause includes a cause in which the recording 
interruption would occur when other application software is started in the host during data 
transfer by the host; and 
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recording-speed adjustment means for adjusting the recording speed for the optical 

disc in the case where the count number by the counting means is greater than a 
predetermined value. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of consecutively recording data onto a recordable 
optical disc in an optical disc drive, the optical disc drive being able to record the data 
received from a host onto the recordable optical disc at a recording speed of any one of 
multiple recording speed levels, the data being recorded onto the optical disc with a 
predetermined format in the form of a predetermined number of blocks, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

temporarily storing the data received from the host in a buffer memory; 

temporarily interrupting recording of the data onto the optical disc in the case where 
the data transfer from the host cannot keep up with the recording process and the data stored 
in the buffer memory falls below a predetermined amount wherein such temporarily 
recording interruption occurs due to a regular cause which is substantially caused by the 
performance of the host or a sudden cause, the sudden cause including a cause occurring 
when other application software is started in the host during data transfer by the host ; 

consecutively recording the remaining data from the end of the recorded data in a 
substantially successive manner when the buffer memory is filled with data transferred from 
the host; 

counting the number of recording interruptions , wherein judgment is made as to 
whether the recording interruption is due to the regular cause or the sudden cause and the 
counting of the number of recording interruptions includes only the recording interruptions 
due to the regular cause ; and 

adjusting the recording speed for the optical disc in the case where the count number 
in the counting step is greater than a predetermined value. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 10, wherein in the counting step 
the number of recording int e rr uptio n s is co unted in a predetermined time, and in the adjusting 
step the recording speed is switched one level or more levels lower than the present recording 
speed in the case where the count number is greater than the predetermined value. 

12. (Cancelled) 
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13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 
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